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Place of Skulls, where Russian autocrats, throughout
the middle ages, publicly beheaded their rebellious
subjects. It is known as the All Union Election Com-
mission and its function is to receive appeals from the
"declassed" in every part of the country and to decide
whether the individuals making these appeals should
be reinstated into citizenship or whether their po-
litical disfranchisement and their economic outlawry
should continue,
At ten o'clock one morning I sought the office of the
All Union Election Commission. The door was locked
It would not be opened before noon, but a crowd of
two or three hundred persons formed a long line on
the sidewalk in front of the Commission's office. All
of the men had waited there since early morning; a
few had even spent the night under the open sky in
order to be well to the fore in the line of applicants.
This was especially the case with those who had come
from far away.
The waiting crowd was a cross section of Russia
geographically, racially, linguistically. Peasants in
bark sandals from far-away Siberian provinces, who
had not taken the government's land programme seri-
ously and were shorn of their property and civil rights,
rubbed shoulders with "declassed" landowners and ex-
army commanders of the Ukraine. Former military
contractors, provincial officials of the old regime,
lawyers, teachers, intellectuals who in the early stages
of the Bolshevist regime had their doubts about the